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The Uniting Church in Australia Synod of NSW & ACT
Board of Mission

28th June 2011
National Church Life Survey – November 2011

Greetings,
In November this year, Uniting Churches around Australia will undertake the National Church Life Survey. The survey will provide your congregation, and the wider church, with vital information to assist us in planning and living out our mission.  If you haven’t seen the NCLS 2011 website yet, I recommend a visit to find out all about what’s in this year’s survey, and how it will serve the mission of your congregation - http://www.2011ncls.org.au
In April, an initial letter was sent to all congregations advising that survey forms needed to be ordered by mid-May. That deadline was a little premature – in fact, we have until Friday 29th July to finalise survey orders. 
I want to clarify the timeline over the next few months leading up to the survey, and explain the steps that you will need to take to participate:
	Now
	Plan your participation in the survey
· It will require 20 minutes to complete during any or all of your spiritual nurture activities (e.g. worship services, small groups, youth group meetings, outreach activities).

· Estimate the number of adults, children and young people who will be involved. 



	By Friday 29th July 
	Order your survey forms in one of three ways:
· Complete the enclosed survey order form and post it to me

· Email the completed order form to me at ncls2011@nsw.uca.org.au
· Use your NCLS admin key to place your order online at http://www.2011ncls.org.au


	November 2011
	Survey Month  

You may choose the date(s) on which the survey is completed. If you are completing the survey in multiple worship services, it is best to choose one Sunday in November for that purpose. 


	Jan / Feb 2012
	NCLS processes survey results


	Easter 2012
	Church Life Packs (Results and Resources) sent out to congregations.




The Board of Mission is offering subsidies to churches who take part in the 2011 National Church Life Survey.   

Each Presbytery has been allocated a proportionate number of these subsidies, to ensure that they are allocated fairly across the entire Synod.  The first churches to order any surveys will benefit from these subsidies, until the caps are reached.

The Board of Mission will cover the cost of participation in the survey at $200 per congregation. This will pay for printing and sending survey forms to your congregation and returning them to NCLS for processing. This base fee covers multi-centres and linked congregations, and any congregational clusters created for the purpose of the survey. 

This subsidy also covers the cost of the following NCLS Plus surveys: 

· Two thousand Children’s Surveys 

· Youth Plus surveys for up to 30 churches 
· Community Contact Surveys for up to 50 churches
You congregation (or your Presbytery) is then invited to cover the cost of receiving your congregation’s results in the Church Life Pack, at the cost of $1 per survey participant.  

I look forward to helping your congregation participate in and benefit from this year’s NCLS.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any queries – email ncls2011@nsw.uca.org.au, or phone 8267 4394. Please note that I am working one day a week (Wednesdays) so you may need to leave a phone message for me. 
Kind regards,
Allison Forrest
NCLS 2011 Regional Co-ordinator 
for Uniting Church NSW & ACT Synod
phone 02 8267 4394
email ncls2011@nsw.uca.org.au
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