ORDER OF ST. LUKE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE,
"WHOLENESS IN JESUS"
was held in Melbourne, Victoria, Australian from 30th September to 4th October, 2002 
One of the speakers at the conference was the Right Rev'd Keith K. Rayner A.M., Former Anglican Primate of Australia. Dr. Rayner led the Bible Studies each day and examined the miracles of healing (apart from the raising of Lazarus) in John's Gospel - the Healing of the Official's Son (John 4:46-54), the Healing of the Paralysed Man (John 5:1-18), and Healing of the Man Born Blind (John 9).  The studies were excellent and left people with the feeling that they wanted to hear more.  Here is an endeavour to put into words some key comments taken from these three studies.

The Healing of the Official's Son (John 4:46-54)
v.46. This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed (v.54), the first being turning the water into wine (chapter 2).  "Signs" pointed to what God was doing in Jesus, the Messiah, to heal the human condition. (Matthew 11:2-6). Furthermore, the healing of the body was a sign to greater healing.
v.48.  "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders you will never believe."  The "you" refers to the whole crowd.  There seems to be something contradictory in this statement.  Jesus used miraculous signs to indicate who He was, and yet condemned people for wanting a sign.  Why?  Jesus did not want the people to see signs as ends in themselves, and that is just what the people seemed to be doing.  There was, and is, a great temptation for people to do this.  Is this why Jesus often told the healed not to tell anyone?  The signs that He did had to be set in the pattern of Jesus fuller teaching.
v.49-50.  Following the plea of the official for his son Jesus says, "You may go.  Your son lives."  This is the correct translation, not, "Your son will live."  Your son lives now. Previously in this chapter, we find Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well, and saying, ".....whoever drinks the water that I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  "Your son lives" has both a here-and-now dimension and an eternal dimension also - a sign that it is Jesus who leads us to eternal life.  Dr. Rayner then asked the question, "But where does faith come in, in this miracle?"  The official had faith that Jesus could heal his son, otherwise he would not have come to Jesus with this request.  The faith of the official can also be seen in the fact that he took Jesus at His word, and departed, just as Jesus told him to do.  Jesus can use in a most wonderful way the faith that we have for the healing of other people.
v.51-53.  When his servants met him with the news that the son "was living" the official found that the son had been healed of his fever at the exact time that Jesus had said, "Your son will live."  "So he and his household believed."  Here we see the corporate nature of faith, an aspect of faith that we seem to have lost.  We need to understand more that the faith of one or more persons can affect the whole in a most telling way, and can be used by Jesus, the Messiah, to lead others to live eternally also.

The Healing of the Paralysed Man (John 5:1-18)
v.2.  Why 5 colonnades?  5 Books of the Law.  The Law could not save, but Jesus saves. 
v.3.  Why this man?  We don't know.  Why Jacob over Esau?  Why Joseph, and not one of his brothers?  The initiative is always God's - an element of mystery.
v.5.  Why 38 years?  cf. wilderness experience of Israelites before entering Promised Land.
v.6.  Question:  "Do you want to get well?"  Why this question?  He would have to stand on own feet from now on and work in the heat of the day.  He must want to be healed.  What is the role of the human will in healing?
v.7.  Question not directly answered, but the indications were that he wanted to be healed.
v.8-9.  The healing.  No indication of the man's state of faith, the normal prerequisite for healing.
v.9-10.  The Sabbath.  The problem was not the healing, but the carrying of the mat.  He didn't do the healing, but he did carry the mat.  "The Jews" refers to the Pharisees, not the Jewish race.  Pharisaism is the besetting sin.
v.11-13.  No mention of sin thus far.  That comes later.
v.14.  "Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you."  Does this suggest 1. that his illness was the direct result of sin?, or 2. that Jesus was referring to sinful attitudes as a result of 38 years of illness?, or 3. that the man had fallen into a sort of self-pride as a result of being chosen?  3. is a real danger for those who have been healed.  Jesus wants to make us whole, not just to heal us.
v.16.  Jesus was persecuted for healing on the Sabbath.  They could not appreciate what Jesus had done.  We must KEEP THINGS IN PROPORTION.  What is more important, the healing or the keeping of the Sabbath? 
v.17.  God still works to sustain creation, and Jesus works, too, with His Father.  This was his real crime, the identification with His Father.  Once we understand who Jesus is, His works fall into place. eg. the Resurrection, and its link with creation.

The Healing of the Man Born Blind (John 9)
v.1-2.  "Man blind from birth."  Who sinned?
v.3.  Jesus answer was clear and crisp, but He does not say that there is no connection between sin and suffering.  "That God's works might be revealed".  Our problems are God's opportunities, a working out of God's judgement.  Let's work with Him so that He can bring good out of our problems.  Nothing is ever out of God's control. (Romans 8:28)
v.5.  The healing was a sign that Christ is the light of the world.  (John 8:12)
v.6-7.  Dirt, spittle, wash (Sacramental mud)  cf. water, dust, life in Genesis 2:6-7.  We are of the earth.  Christianity takes matter seriously.  Nb. the resurrection of the body.  "Go wash" and the man obeyed.  No mention of his faith.  We only discover God's will when we obey. eg. Naaman
The result of the healing - a variety of reactions.  It is worthwhile putting ourselves into the characters.  Who are we in these reactions?
v.8-12.  The ordinary people, neighbours are confused, can't make sense out of what has happened.
v.13.  Bring in the experts, the Pharisees, the strict religious people like us.
v.14-16. The Sabbath crops up again.  Mud on eyes breaks the Sabbath laws.  Therefore, this Jesus is not of God.  Dilemma - How to explain the healing.  Did it really happen?  Was it a fake?  How do we fit experience with our theological understanding and logic?  
v.17.  The man born blind gave the answer.  "A prophet".  It was an answer of insight, while the theological experts turned themselves inside out to make sense of it all.
18-23.  The parents were now brought into the picture.  They simply supplied the facts.  "Our son."  "Born blind."  It was dangerous to get involved.  "Ask him."
v.24-29.  The Pharisees try to heavy the man with the language of piety. cf. our prayers of manipulation when praying with others.  "Give glory to God" by telling a lie.  The man was more and more determined, and stood up to them.  "Do you want to become his disciples too?"  They reviled him.  "We are disciples of Moses." 
v.30.  The Pharisees have no answer so they throw him out.  This is the weapon that authority uses when it has no answer.
v.35.  Jesus reaches out to him.  Why?  Jesus has come to give him wholeness.  "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  (Daniel 10)
v.38.  Now we come to the place of faith.  "Lord, I believe", and he worshipped Him.  Faith here follows healing, and the end of faith is worship.
v.39-40.  God has committed judgement to the Son.  The theologians shrivel up in this miracle and show their blindness.   The man born blind grows in stature, and gains his sight both physically and spiritually.  The tragedy is the Pharisees do not see, but they think they do.  WE ARE SAVED NOT BY RELIGION BUT BY CHRIST 

