WHY DOES IT APPEAR SOMETIMES THAT HE DOESN'T ANSWER PRAYER?
(Outline Only)
by Canon Jim Holbeck
(Second Talk given at Wesley Uniting Church, Castle Hill, 5th May)
A. God Tells Us In His Word Why He Sometimes Doesn't Answer Prayer
        1. You do not ask.    James 4:2
        2. We ask with the wrong motives.    James 4:3
        3. We can be out of the will of God by being covetousness.  
            Covetousness = idolatry.    Ezekiel 14:3; Col 3:5
        4. Injustice.    Jeremiah 5:21-31
        5. Unbelief.    James 1:6,7
        6. Sin in the pray-er.    Psa 66:18; Prov 15:29, 28:9; Isa 59:1,2
        7. Selfishness.    Prov 21:13
        8. Ingratitude.    1 Thess 5:18
            See the story of the blind man in Mark 8:24-25.  
            The man was grateful for the healing he received, and was open to receive more

B. Sometimes There Appears To Be No Reason Why Prayer Is Unanswered
        1. It may be according to God's timetable.    Psa 40:1; Jer 42:2-7; Mat 7:7 Luke 11:8
            Why do we need to be persistent in prayer?  
            It is not to change God's mind or to wear Him down!
        2. Satanic influence behind the scenes.    Dan 10:12,13; Eph 6:12
        3. An inner hidden rebellion against God and His word.    
            Prov 1:24, 25, 28; Zech 7:11-13; Prov 28:9
        4. Pride.    Hos 5:5-6
        5. Disharmony    Mat 5:23-24; 1 Pet 3:7
C. The Need For Faith In God In Spite Of Unchanging Circumstances
        The Jews were commanded to bow down in worship to the statue of King Nebuchadnezzar.  
        The 3 young men's faith.     Dan 3:17-18    
        They trusted God even if it appeared He wasn't answering prayer.

What is needed is faith in God's ability and willingness to answer prayer even in extreme situations. 

