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1.   NSW Disaster Response and Recovery Planning. 

Since the formation of the NSW Disaster Welfare Co-ordinating Committee in 1976, the Churches in NSW have accepted a role as participants in a co-operative Emergency planning, implementation and evaluation programme co-ordinated by the Department of Community Services. 

Lead Organisations from the Churches and Community have headed up specific functions of disaster welfare intervention: Emergency Accommodation, the Seventh Day Adventist Church; Emergency Catering, the Salvation Army; Emergency Clothing, the St Vincents de Paul Society; and Emergency Counselling, the NSW Red Cross Society. 

2.   The Role of the Churches in NSW Disasters. 

NSW Churches have continued to function in their traditional role as providers of spiritual strength and comfort, helping disaster affected people survive and grow and facilitating acceptance of the reality of the disaster and reconciliation to changed circumstances. At the same time they have been advocates in taking up the cause of oppressed and alienated individuals and sections of the community. 

Currently the NSW Churches are represented in their pastoral concerns on the State Disaster Welfare Co-ordinating Committee by the Civil Chaplaincies Advisory Committee and function as providers of disaster ministry, beyond their lead roles in Emergency Welfare, through local contacts with the Personal Services and Welfare Information Sub-committee, convened by the Red Cross and officers of the Department of Community Services. 

The NSW Uniting Church has opted for a localized focus for its pastoral care approach in disasters, seeing the Presbytery as the most effective Council to recruit, train, mobilise, co-ordinate and support people for emergency pastoral ministry. 

3.   NSW Uniting Church Disaster Response and Recovery 1998/9. 

In the past year, ministers and trained and supervised lay people from the NSW Uniting Church have responded through the Red Cross and the Personal Services Sub-committee to local, national and international emergencies: the Wollongong storm, Crookwell bush fires, Northern Inland flood, Sydney hailstorm and the Kosovo refugees. The Assembly Disaster fund has met several requests for financial relief for specific disaster response projects. 

4.   The Centrality of Pastoral Care. 

The NSW Synod's Disaster Committee reiterates its emphasis on the centrality in disasters of pastoral care, the healing, sustaining, guiding and reconciling role of Christ's representatives, bringing support and encouragement when the situation cannot be changed, promoting longer term reflection on the crisis, leading to resolution of the immediate problems and to growth beyond the calamity. 

5.   Presbytery Disaster Contacts. 

      The key people in the NSW Synod's presbytery-based disaster plan are the local Presbytery Disaster 

      Contacts who assess the extent of the emergency, alert the presbytery executive and help them decide     

      what needs to be done locally and whether wider church support is needed. They are aware of and are    

      ready to work with other community resources, including state Medical, Rescue and Welfare Plans, and 

      the pastoral resources of other churches. 

